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Hickey Anticipates December Completion for 25K Addition
SALEM, Ohio – Structural steel is up on Hickey Metal Fabrication’s seventh building – and the company
already is looking at a potential eighth building to accommodate its growing business.

Hickey Metal Fabrication broke ground Monday on a 25,000-square-foot addition, that will house new
automation and high-volume equipment the company is acquiring, said Adam Hickey, vice president.

The company has six existing buildings with a total workforce of 185 and will look to add as many as 30
workers when the addition is completed, which is expected in December, he said. Hickey Metal
Fabrication owns 30 acres behind plant buildings two and three, and there are plans for another building
on that property.
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“It could be 18 to 24 months down the road,” with earth work already having been done at the site,
according to Hickey.

“This is a hometown business, born and bred right here in Salem,” said Salem Mayor Cyndi Dickey. “For
them to be able to expand and have such success, employ people and add back into the city is a
wonderful thing and a great example to other businesses who might want to come to Salem.”

The addition is to accommodate a rise in business, said,Leo Hickey, CEO and president.

“We have a lot of different industries we work for. So when somebody slows up, somebody else might be
busy,” he said. “We also have a very good core of customers that have some pretty large backlogs.”

The company has been fortunate, as its existing customers have remained busy even during the
pandemic and it has picked up new clients as well.

“We’ve continued to grow and our customers’ outlook is very strong. We need to continue to add capacity
to stay ahead of our customers,” Adam Hickey said.

Construction challenges for the project included maximizing the building’s square footage and handling
the storm water, said C. Tucker Cope, president of C. Tucker Cope & Associates, the Columbiana-based
general contractor.

The building design incorporated underground chambers into the design to address the storm water
issue, Cope said. To give Hickey the desired square footage, Cope will build two bays accommodating
either �ve- or 10-ton cranes. All of the columns are set up for jib cranes that can be added later, he said.  

The metal-fabrication company is in its fourth generation of family ownership and is celebrating its 80
anniversary this year.

“We burn it, bend it, weld it, assemble it, powder coat it [and] ship it out the door,” Adam Hickey said. “We
do many component parts for different customers and we’re building other people’s products.”

The company’s customer base is “pretty diverse” but sectors include truck trailers, towing and recovery,
�tness equipment and “some military work,” he said.

The company worked with the Sustainable Opportunity Development – or SOD – Center in Salem and city
o�cials to help �nance the expansion.  

Hickey Metal Fabrication has been “great partners with the city” and “very generous” with donations
locally, Mayor Dickey said. “We in turn want to help them to be able to expand and to make their progress
easier,” she remarked.

Among the incentives the city provided was a 50%, 15-year property tax abatement.

“That’s a pretty good chunk of money,” she said.  

th

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssLQLVtMKpnhrHol4SdK99-RFYFMCy0X3GPOxcqXIo5obN00U7AnjVbwRevxY08BIul6MCRsn34DVRlU32yiYe49xaQGJ8HqxjW3Vj5Mzuk4GPP2olnVhpGxw-c57JwdU0pRHePfDqYeuN80pXbBWw53tJnFvacvqYYojkk4Yg3-gry9QTIq1PzXv7tmt7Uc2m9c5oa2qiMT7FW6luyjDDU7fBuSMGru0ZmemcxAKphnqmJqTn46Rta5h03QEC717cqk8wEnoQ0q2zHLzyBdHpklM1OwkA7-LMzBA7sbCDzfylphTwFjVWHaTrpuQMrMcaFh3rl_fpPWQqOKB0Bw92KLrWU&sai=AMfl-YRvY-ETwpZrC5WnYdwPsnj7gINHqP69ivVefn-_4WyG8iM9dx7zAg55Jg3Xazd62X9LvCc72ra5qSCDrlkshlDRD0LLRLlSKsh2T5GH1AgTXk11SRbTKXOLsPz9DA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEWVEY2lxbEO&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=http://www.morrisfinancial.com/


Pictured at top: Leo Hickey, Mayor Cyndi Dickey, C. Tucker Cope
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